
“The arms of the St. Jude 

statue are welcoming to all 

children needing care at 

St. Jude Children‟s 

Research Hospital in 

Nashville,” said Mrs. 

Vassil, as she explained 

the bracelet service project 

to our 2nd grade 

students.  She 

elaborated that 

as the young 

patients walk 

through the 

hospital 

entrance, they 

reach for one of 

the „treasured‟ 

bracelets nestled in a 

basket by the front door. 

It is fitting that on the 

feast day of St. Jude 

Thaddeus, October 28, 

SCS students extended 

their arms and used their 

hands to also make 

rosaries, cards, baby 

blankets and Christmas 

ornaments, served 

members of our 

community, including 

veterans, the elderly, 

families and single 

mothers, volunteered at 

homeless shelters, and 

supported the services at 

St. Vincent DePaul, 

Kennesaw Public Library, 

animal shelters, and fire 

stations. 

By Rebecca Murphy-Hoefer 

Serving with Open Arms: Service Day 

GRACE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Congratulations to all our 

school and parish families that 

participated in our GRACE 

Scholarship efforts this past 

year. Thanks to your 

assistance, you have directed 

$139,826 of tax credit to come 

to St. Catherine‟s to help 

provide a Catholic education 

for incoming Kindergarten 

students or students 

transferring from a public 

school in Georgia in the 2011-

2012 school year. GRACE 

scholarships will support the 

entire educational career of a 

student at St. Catherine‟s, 

from Kindergarten until 8th 

grade. The next round of 

GRACE scholarship re-

direction of tax credit has 

already begun – any funds 

received by GRACE between 

now and December 2011 will 

go towards supporting 

students beginning the 2012-

2013 school year.  Thank you 

for your continued support of 

our students!  

choreography, as well as 

instrumental pieces that 

highlighted the many 

talents of our students.  

Visiting grandmother 

Kathy Nies put it well 

when she commented, 

“Sharing the day with our 

grandchildren is a blessing 

of thanksgiving for what 

God has given us.” 

Finally, grandparents were 

taken on a tour of the 

school, meeting teachers 

and observing the 

beautiful art decorating 

the school‟s walls.  The 

day was -continued pg 2 

On Tuesday, November 

23, 2010, St. Catherine of 

Siena Catholic School 

opened its doors to once 

again welcome 

grandparents and special 

senior friends from points 

near and far for a special 

day of events, beginning 

with a breakfast held in 

Herbert Hall.  A first time 

volunteer at the event, 

parent Agnes Nixon 

stated, “I‟m glad to be 

here to see so many 

grandparents from all over 

so interested in their 

grandchildren and the 

school.”  Mrs. Nixon‟s 

Grandparent‟s Day 2010 

own parents, visiting from 

Chennai, India, were also 

present for the day‟s 

festivities. 

After hearing from Coach 

Cooper and Assistant 

Principal Saenz during 

breakfast, our special 

guests joined the students 

for Mass, then returned to 

the school for a musical 

performance directed by 

music teacher Mrs. Terri 

Khan.  The audience was 

delighted to hear a lively 

program that included 

pop, reggae, and jazz 

songs featuring 



From Principal Sister Mary Jacinta, O.P. 

Dear Families & Friends,  

As we begin the second 

half of our 2010-2011 

academic year, we are 

pleased to share with you 

some highlights of events 

and reflections from our 

parents and students. 

On February 2, 2011, St. 

Catherine‟s once again 

hosts the annual Archdi-

ocesan Eighth Grade 

Mass when eighth grade 

students from all the 

Catholic schools in the 

Archdiocese of Atlanta 

will gather for Mass to 

celebrate their experience 

of Catholic education.  

This year, Father Luke 

Ballman, Vocation Direc-

tor, will serve as the main 

celebrant.  Four years, 

ago, St. Catherine‟s first 

hosted this special Mass 

in honor of the graduation 

of our first class of eighth 

grade students.  This year, 

we are blessed to honor 

the graduation of the first 

class of students who, in 

May this year, will have 

completed their entire ele-

mentary and middle 

school education at St. 

Catherine‟s, from Kinder-

garten (and some from pre

-school!) all the way to 

the eighth grade!  This is 

yet another milestone for 

our school. 

We are grateful to all our 

parents, families, friends, 

and benefactors who have 

supported and continue to 

support our students and 

school.  God has blessed 

us with an amazing group 

of young people who, as 

they take their place as 

active members of our 

society, will no doubt set 

the world ablaze with the 

love of Christ. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Principal 

 GPD continued Lietzow, great-

grandmother of 2nd grader 

Emily Maguire, shared 

these thoughts, “I felt 

proud to know the 

children are getting such a 

good foundation in 

education and religion in 

their 

early 

years.  All the teachers 

and those directing the 

day‟s events should be 

commended for their time 

and hard work.” 

by Stephanie Lukens 

commemorated with a 

complimentary portrait 

taken by Lifetouch 

Photography.  SCS was 

also fortunate to have a 

number of great-

grandparents present this 

year as well.  Among 

those, Mrs. Annie 

Team 1- Nicolette Paglioni, Joe 
Congemi, Drew Green, Therese Espino, 

Lauren Sill, John Zakrzewski, Andre 
Montenegro  

Team 2 - Miguel DeAlba, Emma Taylor, 

Lauren Bohling, Madison Karg, James 
Ellis, Gianni Merendino, Coach Mrs. 

Paula Paglioni, Assistant Principal 

John Saenz and Principal Sister Mary 
Jacinta, O.P. 

LEGO  Robotics 

"One, two, three, Lego!"  Crowds 

cheered as the stop-watch above 

the competition tables ticked 

down. The Blazer Lego Robotics 

teams had only two and a half 

tense minutes to skillfully guide 

the robots they had built and 

programmed through a series of 

complicated missions. This was 

only the first step in the day-long 

competition at the First Lego 

League Gwinnett Open Qualifier. 

Judges also evaluated competitors 

on robot design, teamwork, and 

research projects based on this 

year's theme, "Body 

Forward." Our Blazers 

competed brilliantly! 

Team 1 received third 

prize for research on 

arrhythmia and the use 

of nanotechnology to 

replace pacemakers. Team 2, who 

radiated great enthusiasm, received 

third place for Core Convictions. 

At the  super-regional competition 

in January, Team 2 received  first 

place in innovation and design. 

By Marjorie Strother 



the classrooms and toured 

the entire campus.  The 

visiting team also 

interviewed the various 

committee members who 

collaborated over the past 

14 months in the 

development and design of a 

self-study report and 

strategic plan (available 

online at www. 

scsiena.org).  In particular, 

the visiting team 

commended our school on 

the high level of 

professional expertise of our 

teachers who work 

collaboratively to promote 

educational excellence, the 

support of the parent 

community; and last but not 

least, a strong sense of 

Catholicity evidenced 

among our professional 

staff, parents, and students. 

This spring SAIS-SACS 

will issue a comprehensive 

report summarizing their 

findings as well as points 

for refinement and growth.  

Thank you to all who 

assisted with the re-

accreditation visit.  Please 

offer prayers of 

thanksgiving to our Father 

in Heaven for His many 

blessings upon our SCS 

family! 

By Laura Gallinari 

On December 5th, 2010, St. 

Catherine of Siena Catholic 

School hosted a visit by the 

Southern Association of 

Independent Schools & the 

Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools (SAIS

-SACS) as part of a re-

accreditation process that 

began in September 2009. 

The team of administrators 

traveled from their 

respective schools in 

Nashville, TN, and Jackson, 

MS, to spend three days 

visiting with our faculty and 

staff, Advisory Council, and 

Home and School 

Association members.   

They observed instruction in 

SAIS/SACS Re-Accreditation 

under the leadership of 

Chris Werner, along with 

the dedication and hard 

work of his fellow Knights, 

had a record turnout raising 

the bar for future events.  

Sponsored competitions, 

team play, and a silent 

auction all added to the 

excitement of the day. The 

winning foursome was NBC 

Station Sales.  One of the 

many competitions held was 

a “closest to the pin,” won 

by SCS parent, Scott Hill.  

Mr. Hill won a hybrid golf 

club. Deacon Dick 

Conti and his sons  

joined in as a foursome with 

Sister Mary Jacinta there to 

cheer on the golfers as well. 

A BIG THANK YOU to 

Chris Werner and the St. 

Catherine‟s Knights of 

Columbus Council 9923 for 

organizing this wonderful 

event and to all the sponsors 

and golfers for 

their support of St. 

Catherine of Siena 

Catholic School! 

By Jackie Bohling 

Knights of Columbus Sponsor Scholarship Scramble  
Monday, November 8th, 

2010, turned out to be a 

bright beautiful autumn day 

as St. Catherine‟s Knights 

of Columbus Council 9923 

hosted their second annual 

Scholarship Scramble Golf 

Tournament at the Dogwood 

Country Club in Austell, 

GA. The tournament, 

organized each year, is 

dedicated to raising 

scholarship funds for St. 

Catherine of Siena Catholic 

School students. 

The Scholarship Scramble, 




